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Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

September,  1957 

To  the  Mayor,  -Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Rowley  Regis. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1956,  in  which  is  incorporated  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector.  The  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  19/56  dated  11th  December,  1956. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Vital  Statistics  that  there  has  been  a  fall  in 
both  the  Birth  Rate  and  the  Death  Rate.  The  Birth  Rate  was  11.95  per 
1, 000  population  (12*23  in  1955)  and  the  Death  R ate  was  9.  19  per  1,000 

population  (9.85  in  1955). 

10  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under  the  age  of  1  year,  8  of 
which  occurred  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  was  17  per  1,000  live  births  (28.28  in  1955)  and  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  the  Borough. 

There  was  a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year  -  210  cases  as 
against  1,001.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  in  1955  over  900 
cases  of  measles  were  notified  as  compared  with  1  5  in  1956.  Only  two 
cases  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  occurred  neither  of  which  were  fatal. 

There  were  20  deaths  registered  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  and 
Bronchus  as  against  23  cases  in  1955,  of  these  20  deaths  19  occurred  in 
m  ale  s. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Department  was  carried  out  sati sfactor  il.y, 
much  time  being  devoted  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  Meat  Inspection, 
Inspection  of  Premises  concerned  with  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food  and 
the  Inspection  of  Unfit  Houses. 


Once  again  I  take  the  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  ray 
appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  all  members  of  the  Staff  have  carried 
out  their  duties.  To  the  Members  of  the  Council,  especially  those  who 
serve  on  the  Public  Health  Committee,  I  am  very  grateful  for  their 
continued  help,  consideration  and  co-operation. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  ASKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

as  at  31  st  December,  1956 

Chairman  :  Councillor  N.  E.  Thorne 
Vice-Chairman  :  Councillor  Mrs.  Pritchard 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Alderman  S.  Walker,  J.  P. ) ;  the  Deputy- 
Mayor  (Councillor  A.  J.  Barker);  Aldermen  T.  Deeley,  J.  P.  ,  A.  H. 
Hancock,  J.  P.  ,  C ouncillor s  J.  Adams,  F.  Forrest,  J,  T .  Millington, 

E.  Wakeman,  V.  W.  Wakeman,  W.  H0  Walker,  A.  Westwood,  B. 

Willetts  and  Mrs.  C.  Wilson. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 

on  the 

ROWLEY  REGIS  AREA  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Aldermen  T.  Deeley,  J.  P.  ,  G.  A.  Smith,  S.  Walker,  Councillors  F. 
Forrest  and  N.  E.  Thorne. 

^Councillors  A.  J.  Barker,  C.  C»  ,  and  Pritchard  (Mrs.  P.) 

*  Note:  These  members  were  appointed  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
Medical  Officer  of  Health:- 

FRANK  ASKER,  M.  R.  C.  S.  ,  L.  R.  C.  P.  ,  D.  P.  H. 

Chie  f  Public  Health  Inspector 

FREDERICK  T.  HARRISON,  D.  P.  A.  ,  M.  S.  I.  A.  ,  Sanitary  Inspector '  s 
Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 1  s  Certificate,  Smoke 
Inspector's  Certificate,  Certificate  of  Institute  of  Saritary 
Engineers,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Sanitary  Science  Certificate. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:- 

LEONARD  COOMBES,  M.  S.  L  A.  ,  M.H.I.  P.  H.  H.  , 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector's 
Certificate  and  Smoke  Inspector's  Certificate. 
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Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  s:- 

LASHFORD  R»  TURBIN,  M„  S.  I.  A.  ,  Sanitary  Inspector  '  s  Certificate 
and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector's  Certificate.. 

BASIL  HORACE  JOHN  RICHARDS,  M.S.LA.,  Sanitary  Inspector 8  s 
Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector ® s  Certificate  and  Smoke 
Inspector's  Certificate. 

ROBERT  TREVOR  BAYNHAM,  M„  S„  I.  A.  ,  Sanitary  Inspector '  s 

Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 1  s  Certificate  and  Smoke 
Inspector's  Certificate. 

Stude  nt/Clerko- 

Alan  Hingley. 

Clerks:- 

MissD.  Morgan,  Chief  Clerk. 

Miss  T.  Shaw. 

Miss  B.  Rawlings. 

Miss  M.  Hawker. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate  mid-year  1956) 
Population  (Census  1951) 

Number  of  inhabited  house s  (at  31st  December,  1956, 
according  to  the  Rate  Books) 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1956) 

Estimated  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  for  the  year  19  56-57 
Estimated  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  for  the  year  1957-58 


49,180 

49,409 

14,483 
. ..  £4  64,367 

£1,837 
£1,720 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Although  parts  of  the  Tividale  and  Rowley  Regis  Wards  are 
agricultural  in  character,  the  district  is  essentially  an  industrial  one.  The 
manufacture  of  iron  goods,  such  as  nails,  rivets,  tubes,  shovels,  chains 
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and  anchors,  holloware,  electrical  fittings,  being  amongst  the  chief 
industries,  A  hard  basaltic  rock  known  as  'Rowley  Rag'  is  quarried  from 
the  hills  and  is  largely  used  for  paving  and  channelling  purposes.  There 
is  no  coal  mining  done  in  the  district  now,  though  the  presence  of  pit 
mounds  and  disused  pit  shafts  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  coal  mining  was 
once  an  important  industry  in  the  Borough, 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


LI  VE  BIRTHS: 


Male 

F  emaie 

Total 

Legitimate 

297 

277 

574 

Illegitimate 

O  O  0  6 

8 

14 

Totals  30  3 

285 

588 

*  Birth  R  ate  pe 

r  1, 000  population  - 

11,95 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Male  8  Female  5 

Total  13 

R  ate  per  1 , 000 

population 

O  0  o 

0,  26 

R  ate  per  1,000 

live  and  still  births 

O  0  o 

21, 63 

7, 


DEATHS: 


Male  Female  Total 
242  210  452 

^DeathRate  per  1S00Q  population  9.19 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  1 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  1.66 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 


All  Infants:  10.  Legitimate:  10.  Illegitimate:  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  17.  00 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1, 000 
legitimate  live  births  17.42 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  NIL 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : 

All  Infants:  8.  Legitimate:  8.  Illegitimate  NIL 

*  It  will  be  apparent  that  the  Birth  and  Death  Rate  of  any  area  is 
bound  to  be  influenced  by  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  so  that  in  order  that  truer  comparisons  can  be  made 
between  one  area  and  another  the  actual  Birth  and  Death  Rates 
are  multiplied  by  a  number  called  the  "comparability  factor" 
the  result  being  known  as  the  Corrected  Birth  or  Death  Rate. 
These  "Comparability  Factors"  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  are  based  on  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  as  shown  by  the  census.  For  Rowley  Regis  they 
are  as  follows:-  Comparability  Factor  for  births  0.95  and  for 
deaths  1.39  and  the  corrected  Birth  Rate  is  11.  3520  per  1,000 
population,  and  the  corrected  Death  Rate  is  12.7741  per  1,000 
population. 


8. 


Deaths  from:- 


Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Diphtheria 

Meningoccal  infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

BIR  THS 

The  total  live  births  accredited  to  Rowley  Regis  during  the  year 
under  review  was  588,  a  decrease  of  1  3  on  the  preceding  year*  The 
birth  rate  for  the  area  was  11,95  which  figure  is  lower  than  that  for 
the  whole  of  the  country  (viz,  15,6).  Of  these  588  births,  14  were 
illegitimate  (6  male  and  8  female). 
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REGISTRAR -GENERAL'S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES 
OF  DEATH  IN  THIS  AREA 


Cause  of  Death 

M  . 

F  . 

T  otal 

ALL  CAUSES 

242 

210 

452 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ... 

©  o  © 

5 

2 

7 

Tuberculosis,  other 

©  Q  0 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  Disease  oao 

o  o  o 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  „ . .  0  .  . 

o  •  e 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  *  <>  »  6  .  „ 

o  a  o 

- 

- 

- 

Meningoccal  Infections 

©  ©  « 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

©  ©  © 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  .  .  .  .  „  , 

•  ©  o 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

o  ©  0 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

O  0  © 

9 

14 

23 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

o  ©  o 

19 

1 

20 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

O  O  0 

- 

10 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  oeo 

0  o  o 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

o  ©  © 

16 

!  16 

32 

Leukaemia,  Aieukaemia  .  „  0 

0  o  o 

1 

1 

2 

Diabete  s  .  .  «  ,  .  „ 

©  ©  © 

- 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

©00 

19 

26 

45 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  oa. 

o  o  o 

40 

16 

56 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

0  0  9 

12 

11 

23 

Other  Heart  Disease 

0  6  0 

i  36 

50 

86 

Other  circulatory  disease 

0  0  9 

6 

4 

10 

Influenza  .  .  .  .  e  0 

9  0  0 

4 

2 

6 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  8  „  „ 

0  9  0 

13 

5 

18 

Bronchitis  »  =  .  .  a  c 

©  O  © 

18 

14 

32 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

©  O  © 

4 

- 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  „ .  „ 

©  ©  © 

5 

- 

5 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

GO© 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

©  o  « 

2 

6 

8 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

ft  ©  o 

5 

- 

5 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0  9  9 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

0  o  o 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill- de  fined  diseases 

©  o  © 

13 

17 

30 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  .  „  „ 

9  0  0 

4 

1 

5 

All  other  accidents  .  .  .  .  .  0 

9  0  0 

2 

3 

5 

Suicide  ...  .  „  „ 

0  0  9 

4 

2 

6 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

9  0  0 

- 

- 

- 

1  A 


GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  DEATH  RATE 

452  deaths  were  recorded  in  Rowley  Regis  in  1956.  The  general 
death  rate  showed  a  slight  decrease,  viz.  9.  19  as  compared  with  9. 85  in 
1955.  The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attributable  to  the  following 


causes:  - 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  165 

Cancer  ...  ...  89 

Respiratory  diseases  (excluding 

Tuberculosis)  °  °  °  54 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  45 


ABNORMAL  SICKNESS  OR  MORTALITY 

There  has  been  no  unusual  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  nor 
have  the  occupations  or  environment  of  the  district  had  any  demonstrably 
detrimental  effect  upon  the  public  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of  clinical  material, 
water,  milk  and  foodstuffs,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
which  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Mackay-Skolley.  Chemical  analysis 
is  carried  out  at  the  County  Chemical  Laboratory  under  the  direction  of 
A.  Houlbrooke,  Esq.,  M.  Sc.  ,  F.  R.I.  C.  ,  County  Analyst. 

Ambulance  Facilities 


Ambulances  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  for  the  transport  of 
infectious  and  non- infectious  cases.  The  service  is  free  and  available  at 
any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

There  are  no  hospitals  sited  in  the  Borough  so  that  the  inhabitants 
have  to  use  those  situated  in  neighbouring  areas.  The  chief  ones  are 
the  Corbett  Hospital,  Stourbridge,  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley  and  the 
City  of  Birmingham  Hospitals. 
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Infectious  Diseases 


The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Moxley  I solation  Hospital,  Wednesbury.  No 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  removing  cases. 

Tuberculosis 


The  care  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  the  responsibility  of 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Clinics  are  held  daily  at  Parsons 
Street,  Dudley,  Sanatoria  are  situated  at  Ground  slow,  Prestwood,  Kinver 
and  Him  ley. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 


School  Clinics  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  etc.  ,  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  and  are  held  at  Mace  Street  Clinic,  Carlyle 
Road  Clinic  and  Public  Offices,  Tividale. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

(a)  Maternal  Mortality.  One  maternal  death  occurred  during  the 

year. 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality.  10  deaths  were  registered  in  children  under 
1  year  of  which  8  occurred  under  the  age  of  4  weeks.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  17.  00  was  lower  than  the  figure  for  1955  which  was  28.  28. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  were  210  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1956 
as  compared  with  1,001  in  1955,  The  following  table  shows  the 
actual  number  of  cases  of  the  various  types  of  diseases  which  were 
notified  during  the  year  together  with  the  number  after  correction.  By 
reference  to  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles. 


Disease 

Num  be  r 
Notified 

1 

Number  j 

after 

correction 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  0 

48 

48 

Whooping  Cough 

103 

103 

Poliomyelitis  - 

Paralytic 

/  0  9  0  O  O  O 

2 

1 

Non- Paralytic 

1 

1 

Measles  ... 

15 

15 

Diptheria  ...  ... 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  ...  .  o  . 

6 

6 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Dysentery  ...  .  .. 

4 

4 

Tuberculosis  - 

R  espiratory 

29 

29 

Non-R  e  spirator  y  „  8  # 

2 

2 

T  otal 

211 

210 

SCARLET  FEVER.  There  were  48  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  22  cases  in  1955.  13  cases  were  removed  to 

Hospital,  the  remainder  being  treated  at  home.  The  disease  was  of  a 
mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Cases  are  only  removed  to  Hospital 
if  they  cannot  be  properly  treated  at  home,  or  if  there  are  reasons  in  the 
Public  interest  why  they  should  be  isolated  in  Hospital. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH.  There  were  103  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified 

(41  in  1955)  5  of  which  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

« 

POLIOMYELITIS.  Two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  Both  were  treated  in  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  this  disease. 

ME  A  SLES.  There  were  15  cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year  as 

compared  with  903  cases  in  1955  and  all  but  1  of  these  were  treated  at  home. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

DIPHTHERIA.  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  this  low  incidence  is  the  result  of  the  vigorous  immunisatioi 
that  has  been  carried  out  during  the  past  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the 
past  1.0  years  together  with  the  number  of  deaths.  I  might  add  that  no 
immunised  child  has  died  in  Rowley  Regis  from  this  disease. 


YEAR 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Number  of 

cases  notified 

20 

18 

8 

6 

2 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

Number  of 

case  s  died 

- 

3 

9 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 
either  by  their  medical  officers  or  by  arrangements  with  general  medical 
practitioners.  The  following  statistics  with  reference  to  immunisation  in 
this  Borough  have  been  supplied  by  Dr,  W.  A.  McLennan,  Area  Medical 
Officer . 

TABLE  A. 

Number  of  children  living  in  the  Borough  who  received  injections 
during  the  year  ended  31  st  December ,  1956:  987. 
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table  b. 


Children  of. School  age  in  the  Borough  who  have  completed  the 
Immunisation  course  of  Injections ,  i.  e.  ,  children  born  1942  -  1951  (years 
inclusive) . 


Total  Live  Births 

Percentage 

1942  -  1951 

Number  Immunised 

of 

(years  inclusive) 

Children  Immunised 

% 

8,689 

7,611 

87 0  57 

TABLE  C. 

Number  of  children  born  in  1956,  i.e.  ,  children  under  1  year  - 


Total  Births  Number  Immunised  at 

31st  December,  1956 

588  91 


Percentage 
Immuni  sed 


% 

15 


Children  born  1952  -■  1955,  i0  e.  ,  aged  1-4  years  - 


Total  Births  Number  Immunised  at 

31st  December,  1956 


2*  49  3 


1, 670 


TABLE  D, 


Percentage 

Immunised 

% 

66.  8 


Comprehensive  figures  for  all  children  under  5  years  at  31st 
December,  1956, 


Total  in  Borough  Number  Immunised  at 

31st  December,  1956 

3,081  1,761 


P  ercentage 
Immunised 
% 

57 


TUBERCULOSIS.  There  were  29  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  2  N  on-R  e  spir  atory  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  as  compared  with  27 
and  1  during  1955.  There  were  7  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
(3  in  19  55)  and  no  deaths  from  Non-R espiratory  Tuberculosis.  The 
following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  in  the  various  age  groups. 
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Age 

Ne 

w  cases 

r 

eaths 

Periods 

Re  spiratory 

Non-R  e  spiratory 

R  e  spiratory 

Non-R  e  spiratory 

Y  ear  s 

M  ale 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0-5 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5  -  14 

1 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  -  24 

7 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  -  44 

5 

4 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

45  -  64 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

65  and 

over 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

15 

14 

1 

1 

5 

2 

-  -  - 1 

- 

i 

Home  visiting  of  these  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 
Health  Visitors  and  copies  of  their  reports  are  supplied  to  me. 

Information  as  to  any  sanitary  defects  or  overcrowding  is  contained 
in  these  reports  which  enables  us  to  take  any  necessary  action  to  abate 
them*  Cases  of  overcrowding  are  reported  through  to  the  Housing 
Department  with  a  recommendation  re  re-housing  and  wherever  possible  the 
Estates  Management  Committee  have  granted  the  tenancy  of  a  Council 
House.  Close  and  effective  co-operation  exists  between  the  Public  Health 
and  the  Housing  Department. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospitals 
during  the  year:- 


16. 


Name  of  Institution 

Number  of 
admissions 

1 

Number  of 
discharge  s 

Prestwood  Sanatorium 

6 

8 

Ground  slow  Sanatorium 

3 

1 

The  Limes,  Him  ley 

4 

1 

St.  Wulstan"  s  Hospital, 

Malve  rn 

2 

4 

Edge  View,  Kinver 

2 

2 

MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 


No  surveys  were  carried  out  in  the  area  during  the  year* 

SCABIES.  Facilities  are  available  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  but  no 
cases  were  treated. 
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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  R  owley  R  egi  s. 

Mr o  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Third  Annual 
Report  on  the  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended 
December  31  st,  1956,  and  in  respect  of  Cleansing  and  Refuse  Disposal  for 
the  financial  year  ended  March  31st,  1956. 

The  first  years  inspections  and  representations  in  the  five-year 
programme  were  completed  on  schedule  and  the  material  awaits 
consideration  by  the  Ministry.  Housing  is  given  priority  by  the 
Department  but  a  balance  of  work  must  be  maintained  and  considerable 
effort  has  been  expended  in  implementing  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
where  comparatively  little  opposition  has  been  encountered,  due  in  some 
measure  to  the  publicity  given  by  the  Department  on  what  would  be 
required. 


It  is  frustrating  that  a  proportion  of  atmospheric  pollution  complaints 
are  not  entirely  soluble  and  this  is  felt  keenly  by  the  Public  Health 
C  cmmittee  and  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  picture  is  not 
entirely  black,  many  conversions  to  oil  firing  and  other  works  are  detailed 
elsewhere  and  are  another  step  forward. 

Testing  of  all  old  petrol  installations  is  proceeding  and  already  this 

has  pr oved  worthwhile . 

Meat  Inspection  continues  to  be  a  major  duty  of  the  Department  and 
the  utmost  care  is  taken  to  see  that  inspection  is  both  thorough  and 
c  ompr  ehensive . 

Street  Cleansing  has  been  improved  during  the  year  by  the  purchase 
of  a  Lewin  Sweeper  and  the  inauguration  of  a  bonus  scheme  for  the  manual 
road  sweeper  s,  but  degrassing  and  weed  control  continues  to  be  a  problem. 
Experiments  are  proceeding  with  a  new  weed  killer  but  the  problem  at  the 
moment  is  to  kill  the  weeds  and  prevent  re  growth  for  an  appreciable 
period. 


19. 


May  I  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and  encouragement 
given  during  the  year  by  Members  of  the  Council^  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  other  Officials  and  by  my  own  Staff  and  workmen.  Without  this  any 
progress  would  be  impossible,, 

I  am , 

Mr o  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


F0  T„  HARRISON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent,, 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

(i)  The  water  is  supplied  by  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company, 
and  is  satisfactory  in  both  (a)  quantity  and  (b)  quality. 

This  water  is  supplied  to  the  Company  in  bulk  from  Birmingham, 
where  the  principal  source  of  supply  is  obtained  from  the  gathering  ground 
of  the  rivers  Elan  and  Claerwen  in  mid-Wales. 


(ii)  There  is  a  piped  water  supply  throughout  the  district  except  as  follow s:- 

117-118,  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath 
Bishton,  Oakham  Fields,  Oakham 

House  occupied  by  Jones,  Yew  Tree  Lane,  Blackheath 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department: - 


Tap  in  house 
Shallow  well 


117,  Corngreaves 
R  oad 


Chemical  (1)  Satisfactory 

Bacteriological  (1)  Satisfactory 


Bucket 
Shallow  well 


Jones,  Yew  Tree 
Lane 


Chemical  (l)  Satisfactory 

Bacteriological  (1)  Satisfactory 


(iii)  The  water  is  not  of  an  acidic  nature;  and 
(lv)  No  action  for  contamination  was  necessary. 

(v)  The  Public  water  mains  supply  direct,  is  as  follows: 

(a)  House  s  ...  14 , 694  (25.  5.  1 956) 

(b)  Population  ...  49,120  (1955)  (est.  June) 

By  means  of  standpipes: 

(a)  No.,  of  standpipes  ...  1.8 

(b)  No.  of  houses  supplied  45 

All  the  standpipes  are  in  close  proximity  to  the  houses  which  are 
scheduled  as  unfit,  and  are  being  dealt  with, 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 


Haden  Hill  Park 

14  Lovibond  Comparator  tests  were  made  as  follow  s;- 

Satisfactory  8 

Unsatisfactory  6 

The  bath  is  in  the  open  air  and  without  mechanical  purification,  therefore 
Chlorination  treatment  is  dependent  on  the  human  element.  Co-operation 
from  the  Department  controlling  the  bath  is  always  forthcoming  but 
conditions  can  only  be  described  as  unsatisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  greater  part  of  the  sewage  passes  down  the  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main 
Sewerage  Board's  sewers,  and  is  dealt  with  on  the  land  irrigation  principle 
at  Whittington,  near  Stourbridge,  the  effluent  being  dichar ged  into  the  River 
Stour . 

There  is  also  a  Bacteriological  system  of  sewage  disposal  at  Tividale, 
the  effluent  being  discharged  into  a  tributory  of  the  Tame. 

New  drainage  work  under  the  Local  Building  Byelaws  is  supervised  by 
the  Building  Inspector,  but  general  repair  work,  in  compliance  with  notices 
served  is  done  through  the  Public  Health  Department. 


No.  of  yards  of  new  drainage  laid  71 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  4 

New  sewer  connections  ...  1 

New  ventilation  pipes  fixed  ...  2 

No.  of  drains  unstopped  by  Council  29  3 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  28 

Additional  W.  C.  's  provided  ...  7 

New  bathrooms  provided  ...  3 


All  the  new  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for 
scrutiny  which  is  particularly  helpful  for  both  departments. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  new  pollution  was  reported  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


There  are  forty  cesspools  within  the  Borough  and  these  are  emptied 
regularly  by  a  gully  emptier  from  the  Borough  Surveyor's  Department. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  has  continued  throughout  the  year 
without  complaint  and  with  a  weekly  service,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record 
that  both  service  and  costings  compare  most  favourably  with  any  other 
Midland  Authority. 

The  quota  imposed  by  the  Paper  Mills  on  the  quantity  of  waste  paper 
delivered  to  them  seriously  reduced  income  from  that  source.  When  a 
separate  collection  service  for  paper  is  necessary  and  the  margin  of  income 
over  expenditure  is  small  any  variation  of  price  or  deliveries  can  render  the 
service  uneconomic.  In  considering  whether  to  discontinue  the  service 
altogether,  the  Public  Health  Committee  wisely  took  into  consideration  all 
relevant  factors  and  decided  to  continue  for  the  present.  Nevertheless  the 
fact  remains  that  costs  exceed  income  and  the  situation  will  be  constantly 
under  review. 

Recovery  of  scrap  tins  was  recommenced  during  the  year  and  these  are 
sold  loose  to  a  local  merchant. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  STATISTICS 


The  number 
Borough  on 

of  bins  and  pails  in  the 
31st  December,  1956. 

The  total  number  of  trade  refuse  bins 
collected  during  the  year  and  charged 
for  at  the  rate  of  sixpence  each. 

R  ound 

Bins 

Pails 

1 

3,400 

2,  283 

2 

3,  028 

9 

2,41.2 

3 

3,  213 

2 

920 

4 

3,  235 

39 

544 

5 

3,  120 

22 

211 

TOTALS 

15,996 

72 

6,  370 
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OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


c  ©  o 


1955-  56 

3,  793 


Area  (statute  acres) 

Population  (June  30th,  1955,  Estimated)  49,120 

Total  refuse  collected  (Tons)  actual  12,591 

Weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 
(365  days  to  year) 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 
collected 

Premises  from  which  daily  collection  is 
nr}  ade  060 


14,  04 

15, 742 


Average  haul  (miles)  by  collection  vehicle 

to  disposal  point  (single  journey)  .oo 

T otal  R  e fuse  disposed  of  .  0  .  .  .  ,  12,  722  tons 

Methods  of  disposal  (salvage  excluded):- 

Controlled  tipping  .  .  .  o  .  .  100  per  cent. 

Method  of  collection  :  5  mechanical  vehicles 
Number  of  employee s:- 

Collection  :  20.  Disposal  :  ■§.  Foreman  :  1. 


Salvage  and  Trade  Refuse.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage :- 


Salvage: 

(a)  R  aw  kitchen  waste 

(b)  Scrap  Metal 

(c)  W aste  paper 

(d)  Other  salvage 


Trade  Refuse 


I  nc  om  e 

T  onnage 

Collected 

1955  -  56 

1955 

-56 

£ 

T  ons 

Cwts. 

834 

368 

0 

2,  339 

289 

— 

£3,  173 

657 

0 

.  £303  291  tons  (including 

131  tons  disposal  only) 
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C  QSXSTATEMLNX 


Item  Particulars 

1955  -  56 

^OIJL- 

ectior 

Di  sposal 

T  otals 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1. 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

(i)  Labour  ...  ... 

11, 124 

353 

11,477 

( ii)  Transport  ...  ... 

7,809 

146 

7,955 

( iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land  and 

buildings  ...  •  •  • 

242 

204 

446 

(  iv)  Other  items 

715 

156 

871 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure  .  •  •  • 

19,890 

859 

20, 749 

2. 

GROSS  INCOME  (including  £NIL 

received  from  other  local  authorities) 

1, 052 

2,424 

3,476 

3. 

NET  COST 

18,838 

Cr  .1 ,565 

17, 273 

4. 

Capital  expenditure  met  from  revenue 

- 

(including  above) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

UNIT  COSTS 

s.  d 

s.  d 

s.  d 

5. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

17.  8 

7 

18.  3 

6. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only 

12.  5 

3 

12.  8 

7. 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton  •  »  • 

29.  11 

Cr.  2.  6 

27.  5 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8. 

Net  cost  per  1, 000  population 

383 

Cr .  32 

351 

9» 

Net  cost  per  1, 000  premises 

I,  197 

Cr.  99 

1,098 

PROVISION  OF  DUSTBINS 


Under  the  scheme,  dustbins  are  renewed  as  a  rate  charge  and  bins  to 
new  houses,  including  new  Corporation  House  s  are  charged  for. 


Number  of  bins  renewed 


1956-5?  1955-56 

2,540  2, 450 


Bins  provided  to  New  Corporation 
House  s  •  •  •  •  •  •  87 

Nett  cost  as  a  Charge  on  the  Rates  £4,  735 


90 

£3,442  17s.  5d. 


Equivalent  to  a  Rate  Charge  of 


r  o  © 


2.  61  d. 


4.  28d. 


STREET  CLEANSING 


OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Mileage  of  streets  cleansed 

59 »  77 

Frequency  of  cleansing:- 

(a)  At  least  once  daily 

6c  5  per 

(b)  Three  to  five  times  weekly. 

7.2  " 

(c)  Twice  weekly  »  .  .  .  .  * 

6.8  " 

(d)  Once  weekly  .  „  .  .  .  . 

51.6  " 

(e)  Less  than  once  weekly 

27.9  " 

Percentage  of  street  cleansing  done  by 
mechanical  means  .  . .  . 


32  per  cent* 


COST  STATEMENT 


1955  -  56 

Particular  s 

Street  Sweeping 
and  Watering 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE: 

£ 

(i)  Labour  ...  ... 

4S  272 

(ii)  Transport  ...  ... 

2S  047 

(iii)  Plants  equipments  buildingss  etc. 

- 

(iv)  Other  items  ...  ... 

35 

GROSS  INCOME  (excluding  r e-imbur sements 
from  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and  the 

County  Council  ...  ... 

- 

NET  COST 

6,  354 

UNIT  COSTS 

Net  cost  per  street  mile  ...  ... 

106 

Net  cost  per  1, 000  population 

129 

26, 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Malicious  damage  continues  to  be  experienced  in  the  Public  Sanitary- 
Conveniences  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  these  places  have  been  targets 
for  such  treatment  by  each  generation  in  its  turn  and  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  country.  Equally  remarkable  is  the  lack  of  variety  or  originality  over 
the  years  in  the  unofficial  decorations  and  verse  appearing  on  doors  and 
walls,  necessitating  constant  attention  by  the  Department. 


COSTS  FOR  1955  -  56 

£ 


Labour 

•  do  a  •  © 

786 

Maintenance 

•  ©  e  4,  coo 

35 

Light  and  Water 

•  o  o 

o  o  • 

180 

Transport 

#  «  o 

•  0  0 

192 

Loan  Charge s 

0  o  o 

•  O  • 

510 

1,703 

I  nc  om  e 

0  0  0 

Net  Cost 

o  •  e 

248 

£1,455 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

A.  THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


HOUSES 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  ,  .  »  125 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  .  .  .  350 

HOUSES  INSPECTED  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS  ...  119 

REVISITS  to  houses  for  work  in  progress  .  •  »  3,101 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  inspected 
during  the  year  1956  ...  •>.<>  594 


SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  PREMISES  AND  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  Number  of 
Nature  premises  Inspections 

made 


Visits  for  offences  under  Shops  Act 


(Closing  Hours) 

«  e  e 

#  o  0 

935 

60 

Drains 

o  ©  o 

0  9  0 

- 

611 

Pail  Closets 

©  ©  © 

9  0  0 

72 

12 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 

)  ©  ©  e 

•  •  © 

7 

171 

Slaughterhouses  .  „  „ 

•  ©  © 

9  0  0 

16 

3,718 

Offensive  Trades  .  .  . 

©  «  • 

©90 

1 

1 

F oodstore s  0  .  « 

©  ©  © 

0  0  9 

502 

1,038 

Stables  and  Animals 

0  9© 

©  9  © 

5 

5 

Piggeries  . .. 

o  o  © 

0  0  9 

6 

6 

Factories 

o  ©  © 

©  •  O 

423 

290 

Bakehouse  s  ... 

9  0  0 

0  0  9 

14 

60 

Licensed  Premises  . 

©  ©  © 

9  0  0 

136 

63 

V an  Dwellings 

•  ©  © 

0  9  0 

228 

Carbide  Stores  „ .  . 

9  0  0 

©09 

6 

8 

Petroleum  Stores  .  „  „ 

9  9  0 

©  9  9 

125 

286 

Smoke  and  Atmospheric  Pollution 

9  0  0 

— 

832 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

0  0  9 

9  0  0 

14 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  ..  . 

•  O  © 

0  9  0 

- 

85 

Pet  Animals  Act 

9  0  0 

9  ©  © 

7 

18 

Cinemas 

©CO 

©90 

3 

24 

R  ag  Flock  Act 

«  •  © 

•  CO 

4 

4 

Wells  and  water  supplies 

0  9  0 

©  e  « 

3  wells 

5 

Watercourses  ... 

9  0  0 

0  o  © 

— 

46 

Ice-Cream  Stores  „  „  , 

boo 

•  o  © 

155 

86 

Canteens,  Cafes  and  R  e  staur ants 

COO 

76 

99 

Cellulose  Stores  „  „  . 

0  ©  © 

•  90 

10 

22 

Street  Cleansing 

9  0  0 

CO© 

- 

744 

Water  and  sewage  in  cellars 

o  •  o 

coo 

•  - 

34 

R e fuse  Tips  . .  . 

•  ©  • 

0  9  9 

16 

374 

Mortuaries  . 

©  e  • 

•  o  • 

1 

124 

Survey  under  Housing  ^cts 

O  ©  0 

•  mo 

64 

64 

Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

©  o  c 

10 

33 

Accumulations 

•  ©  © 

0  9  0 

44 

62 

Miscellaneous 

©  •  • 

©  •  © 

- 

760 

Hostels 

©  ©  © 

•  ©  © 

1 

7 

Markets 

o  ©  © 

•  ©  © 

2 

125 

28 


INTERVIEWS  WITH  OWNERS,  BUILDERS,  ETC.  -  ]  431 

COMPLAINTS 

Total  Number  of  Complaints  Received  during  1956  -  620 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1956 


Total  number 
of  defects 
remedied 


DWELLING  HOUSES 


R  oofs  ... 

Chimneys  ... 

Brickwork  and  pointing 
Spouting  and  fallpipes 
Floor  and  under  floor  ventilati 
D  am  pne  s  s  ... 

Ceiling  plaster  ... 

Wall  plaster  and  skirtings 
Doors  and  steps  ... 
Fireplace  s  and  flue  s  ..  . 
Windows,  fasteners  and  cords 
Staircases,  handrails,  etc. 
Dirty  living  rooms  ... 

Dirty  bedroom  s  ... 

Dirty  staircases  ... 

Dirty  pantries  and  cellars 
Dirty  bedding  and  persons 
External  and  Internal  Painting 
Accumulations  ... 

Y  ard  paving  ... 

Dilapidated  outbuildings 
Hot  water  systems  ...  **  . 

Particulars  in  Rent  Book 
Flooded  cellars  ... 

Verandah  R  oofs  ... 

Coalhouse  Roofs  ... 


on 


WASHHOUSES: 


Dilapidated  washhouses  rebuilt 
R  oofs  ... 

Chimneys  ... 


88 

36 

27 
76 
23 

28 
46 
96 
29 

5 

124 

8 

17 

23 

11 

8 

9 

2 

15 

2 

12 

4 

2 

7 

1 

2 


2 

35 

3 


29. 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  19  56 


Total  number 
of  defects 
remedied 


Brickwork  and  pointing  .  .  .  <>  *  . 

FlOOrS  O  0  0  0  O  O  O  O  O 

Doors  and  steps  ...  ...  ... 

Boiler  and  brickwork  ...  ... 

Fireplaces  and  flues  ...  ... 

Windows,  fasteners  and  cords 
0  e  i  li  n^  s  e.o  ...  .oo 

Spoutings  and  fallpipes  ...  ... 

Insanitary  sinks  ...  ...  ... 

Sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ... 

Insufficient  water  supply  and 
burst  service  pipes  ...  ... 

Dirty  washhouses  ...  ...  ... 

WATER  CLOSETS  AND  DRAINAGE  (HOUSES): 


R  oofs  .  o  .  ... 

Brickwork  and  pointing  ... 

Floors  ...  ... 

Doors  and  steps  ...  ... 

Spouting  and  fallpipes 
Flushing  apparatus  ...  ... 

Pans  and  joints  ...  ... 

ats  ...  ... 

Drainage  ...  ... 

Spil  and  vent,  pipes  ...  ... 

Chambers  and  covers 
P  ai.  Is  ...  ... 

Obstructed  W.  C’s  and  drains  .  .  . 

Dirty  W.  C  “  s  ...  ... 

Insufficient  water  closets 
Water  supply  and  burst  service  pipes 
Light  and  ventilation  and  screening  walls 


FACTORIES; 


Roofs 

Chimneys 

Spouting  and  fallpipes 
Accumulations 


15 

4 

3 

11 

1 

2 

6 

12 

1 

9 

19 

2 


15 

18 

6 

14 
10 
38 
44 

9 

15 

6 

29 

1 

42 

7 

7 

36 

14 


2 

3 

1 

1 


30 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  19  56 


Fire  Escape  Requirements 
Dust  and  smoke  nuisances 
Dangerous  buildings  demolished 

FOODSTORES: 


R  oofs  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Chimneys  and  flues  ...  ... 

W  alls  ...  ... 

Dilapidated  outbuildings 
Spouts  and  fallpipes  ...  ... 

Floors  ...  ... 

Doors  and  steps  ...  ... 

Windows,  fasteners  and  cords 
Ceilings  ...  ... 

Wall  plaster  ...  ... 

D  am  pne  s  s  ...  ... 

Dirty  foodrooms,  shops  or  stores 
Dirty  rest  rooms,  etc.  .  .  . 

Dirty  fittings  and  utensils 
Dirty  water  closets  ...  ... 

Accumulations  ...  ... 

Internal  and  External  Painting 
Insufficient  water  closets 
Insufficient  drainage  ...  ... 

Flooded  cellars  ...  ... 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  .  .  . 
Insufficient  hot  water.  .  .  ... 

Insufficient  protection  from  dust, 
Insufficient  light  and  ventilation 
Defective  fittings  ...  ... 

Insufficient  heating  ...  ... 

W  a  sh  Hand  s  Notice  s  .  .  .  ... 


etc. 


BAKEHOUSES: 


R  oof 

Spouts  and  fallpipes 
Floors 

Dirty  bakehouses 
Dirty  storerooms 


Total  number 

of  defects 
remedied 


6 

11 

2 


5 


4 

22 

4 

3 

22 

37 

3 

127 

13 

31 

15 

42 

60 

3 

4 
1 

12 

21 

28 

3 

1 

1 

13 


1 

1 

1 

7 

9 


31. 


Total  number 
of  defects 
remedied 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1956 


Dirty  fittings  and  utensils  ...  .  .  . 

Accumulations  ...  ...  „  .  . 

Internal  and  External  Painting 
Dirty  water  closets  ...  ... 

Insufficient  refuse  storage  ...  ... 

Insufficient  hot  water  supply  ...  .  .  . 

Insufficient  washing  facilities 
Insufficient  protection  from  dusts  etc.  .  .  . 
Defective  fittings  ...  ,  «  .  .  .  . 


CANTEENS,  RESTAURANTS  AND  CAFES: 


Floors  ...  ... 

Windows,  fasteners  and  cords 

O  e  x  lx  ng  s  .  .  .  ... 

W all  plaster  ...  ... 

Dirty  canteens,  etc.  ... 

Dirty  storerooms  ...  ... 

Dirty  kitchens  ...  ... 

Dirty  fittings  and  utensils 
Dirty  water  closets  ... 

Dirty  urinals  ...  ... 

Accumulations  ...  ... 

Internal  and  External  Painting 
Insufficient  washing  facilities  .  .  . 
Insufficient  or  no  hot  water 
Sanitary  Conveniences  not  marked 


MALE  and  FEMALE 


Notices  re  hand  washing 
Insufficient  refuse  storage 


LICENSED  PREMISES 


O  C  o 


C. 


R  oof  s 
Walls 

Spouts  and  fallpipes 
Floor  s 
Door  s 

Wall  plaster 
D  am  pne  s  s 


o  o  o 


0  6  0 


O  O  0 


6  0  0 


o  a  e  »  o  o 

e  «  o  o  o  o 

O  6  O  U  G  © 


5 
8 
9 

2 

6 
2 
2 
3 
2 


2 

1 

1 

3 

15 

10 

17 

6 

15 

3 
1 

10 

4 
1 
4 

6 

4 


1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 


o  ®  o 


32. 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1956 


Dirty  public  rooms  ...  ... 

Dirty  kitchens  ...  ... 

Dirty  cellar  s  ...  ... 

Dirty  water  closets  ...  ... 

Accumulations  ...  ... 

Insufficient  hot  water 
W.  C  3s  not  marked  Male  and  Fern  a  Is 
No  wash  hands  notices 


T otal  number 
of  defects 
remedied 


10 

2 

5 

7 

1 

4 

4 

1 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  CONTRAVENTIONS: 


Smoking  in  foodstore  ...  ... 

No  Name  and  Address  on  stalls 
No  Fir  st  Aid  outfit  ...  .  .  . 

No  cloakroom  accommodation  ... 

Insufficient  protection  from  dust,  etc.  ..  . 

PIGGERIES: 


Floor  s 


Dirty  piggeries 


STABLES,  ANIMALS  AND  POULTRY: 
Nuisance  from  keeping  animals 
PETROLEUM  STORES: 


Defective  pumps  ...  .  .  . 

Defective  hoses  ...  ... 

Defective  ventilation  pipes 
Defective  covers  and  frames  ... 
Insufficient  fire  extinguishers 
"No  Smoking"  notices  required 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES: 

R  OOfS  o  .  .  o  e  « 

alls  «oe  ... 

Insufficient  storage  bins 


9  0  0 


9 

10 
10 
4 

2 


2 

3 


1 


2 

1 

4 

2 

17 

6 


3 

7 

3 


33 


T otal  number 
of  defects 
remedied 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  1956 


Doors  ... 

Y ard  paving  ... 

Dirty  slaughterhouses 
Insufficient  hanging  rooms 
Dirty  lairage  ,  .  . 

Dirty  utensils  and  fittings 
Dirty  yard  area  ... 

Accumulations  ... 

Internal  and  External  Painting 
Insufficient  sinks  ... 

Spouts  and  fallpipes  ... 
Insufficient  hot  water 

VAN  DWELLINGS: 


0  0  9 


*  9  © 


Occupying  land  without  a  licence 
Occupying  caravan  without  a  licence 
Insufficient  dustbins 
Insufficient  sanitarv  conveniences 
Insufficient  drainage 

CINEMAS  AND  THEATRES: 


Insufficient  secondary  lighting 
No  ventilated  space  between 
projection  room  and  auditorium 
Insufficient  lighting  in  projection  room 
Absence  of  No  Smoking  notices 


STREET  CLEANSING: 


Depositing  litter  on  streets 
REFUSE  TIPS: 

Smoke  and  dust  nuisances 


WATERCOURSES: 


4 
1 

10 

1 

10 

5 
1 
3 

15 

1 

3 

1 


1 

1 

6 

1 

3 


1 

1 

1 

2 


1 


1 


C  leared 


•  •  o 


0  0  9 


•  0  • 


1 


Nature  of  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered  during  19  56 


Total  number 
of  defects 
remedied 


PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION: 

Removed  to  hospital  .  .  .  „  <>  0  3 

B„  -  THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1956 

(Distinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal) 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December,  1955  ,  ,  .  230 
FOR  MAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31  st  December ,  1955  .  0  .  13 


INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 

1956  OOO  9  «  D  OOO 


. . .  520 


FORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1956  000  OOO  OOO 


79 


842 


Co  -  THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES 


INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1956  which  were 
outstanding  31  st  December ,  1955  .0. 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1956  which  were 
served  during  the  year  »  *  «  .  .  o 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1956  which  were 
outstanding  31  st  December ,  1955  .  „  0 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1956  which  were 
served  during  the  year  0  «  .  000 


207 


4Q1 


o  13 


73 


694 


35 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st  December,  1956 
FOR  M  AL  ooe  «<>•  •  .  .  6 

INFORMAL  ...  .  ..  ...  142 

148 

HOUSING 

NUMBER  of  dwellinghouses  in  the  district  14,  694 

NUMBER  of  back-to-back  houses  included 
above  .o®  ...  «o.  40 


1.  Inspections  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year,  1956:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  594 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  3,717 

(2)  (a)  Number  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  (C onsolidated) 

Regulations  ...  114 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1  ,370 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  114 


(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouse  s  (exclusive  to  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably- 
fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  350 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  du  ring  the  year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices:  - 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

local  authority  or  their  officer  .  .  .  362 


36  o 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9»  10  and  16 

Housing  Act,  19  36:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repair  s  ...  ...  NIL 

(2)  Dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  NIL 

(b)  Pr  oceedings  under  the  P  ublic  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repair  s  ...  ...  61 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouse s  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  58 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  NIL 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13, 

Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouse  s  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  27 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouse  s  demolished 

as  a  result  of  informal  procedure 

under  Section  11  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  for  which 

undertakings  were  submitted  and  accepted 

by  Council  ...  ...  NIL 

(5)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  made  fit  on 

undertakings  accepted  by  the  Council  NIL 


37. 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  19  36 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  NIL 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  NIL 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act,  1953:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouse s  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  served  under  Section  10  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouse  s  closed  1 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Overcrowding  : 


(a) 

(b) 


(1)  Dwellinghouse s  overcrowded,  December, 

1^55  ©  e  •  *  •  c  4  •  • 

(2)  New  cases  discovered  during  1956 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  rehoused 
during  the  year: 


(a)  By  the  Council 

(b)  Otherwise 

(2)  Number  of  families  involved 

c. 

(3)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

rehousing  ...  ... 

(c)  (l)  Dwellinghouse s  overcrowded,  December, 

1956  ...  ...  ... 


(2)  Number  of  families  involved 

(3)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  the  above 


83 

20 


22 

8 

43 

179 

73 

157 


38. 


case  s 


0  4# 


599 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouse s 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 

abatement  of  overcrowding  NIL 

(e)  Temporary  overcrowding  licences  granted  NIL 

CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31  st  DECEMBER  ,  1956 


Part  A.  -  CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number 

Number  of  dwellinghouse  s 

of 

Num  be  r 

demolished  in  the  period 

per  sons 

of 

U nfit  house s 

Other  houses 

di  splaced 

familie  s 

(l)  Land  coloured  "Pink" 

6 

- 

13 

4 

(2)  Land  coloured  "Grey" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

39. 


Part  B.  -  HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Number  of 

Num  be  r 

House  s 

Per  sons 
displaced 

of 

F  amilie  s 

DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

(I)  Housing  Act,  19  36,, 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result 
of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  II  .  *  . 

31 

146 

41 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance 
of  an  undertaking  given  by 
the  owners  under  Section 

II  and  still  in  force  .  0  a 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed 

(Section  12)  „  .  „  .  .  . 

- 

- 

- 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under 

Section  3(1.)  .  „  .  ... 

- 

- 

_ 

(b)  Demolition  Order  s 

determined  and  Closing 

Orders  substituted 
under  Section  3(2) 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953  Closing 

Orders  made  under  Section 

1  0  (  l)  .00  ...  0.0 

1 

4 

1 

40. 

REPAIRS 

Informal  Action 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered 

fit  during  the  period  as  a  result  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  ... 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts. 


Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 


(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

58 

NIL 

(6)  Housing  Act,  19  36. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  (Sections  9»  10,  11  and  16): 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

NIL 

NIL 

(7)  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Houses  reconstructed  etc.  and  demolition  orders 
revoked  (Section  5)  ...  ...  ... 

NIL 

Number  of 
House  s 


362 


41. 


PART  C.  -  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 

(Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954) 

Position  at  End  of  Per  icy: 

Number  of 

house  s 

(8)  (a)  Houses  retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

and  approved  for  grant  under  Section  7  ... 

(b)  Separate  dwellings  contained  in  (a)  above 

(c)  Houses  licensed  for  temporary 

occupation  (Section  6)  ,  *  .  . .  .  ... 

NIL 

NIL 

5 

Fourteen  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  anl  Local  Government  for 
confirmation. 

Name  of  Area 

Addre  sse  s 

No.  of  house  s 

Dudley  R  oad  (R ow ley)  No.  2 

86,  87,  88,  89,  90, 
Dudley  R  oad, 
Springfield 

5 

Dudley  Read  (Rowley)  No.  3 

102,  103,  104,  1C6, 

107,  108,  Dudley 

Road,  Springfield 

6 

Elbow  Street  (Old  Hill) 

No.  4 

46,  47,  48,  49, 

Elbow  Street 

4 

F oxoak  Street  (Cradley 

Heath)  No.  I 

90,  91,  92,  93, 

F oxoak  Street 

4 

Graingers  Lane  (Cradley 
Heath)  No.  2 

6,  8,  9,  10,  11, 
Graingers  Lane 

5 

Graingers  Lane  (Cradley 
Heath)  No.  3 

15,  16,  17,  18, 

19,  20,  21, 

Graingers  Lane 

7 

John  Street  (Blackheath) 

No.  1 

64,  65,  66,  67, 

68,  John  Street 

5 

42. 

Name  of  Area 

Addresses 

No.  of  house  s 

Lower  High  Street  Kb,  2 

17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22, 
Lower  High  Street 

6 

Lower  High  Street  No.  3 

34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39, 

42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47, 

49  ,  50,  Lower 

High  Street 

14 

Providence  Street 

9,  10,  11,  Providence 

3 

(Cradley  Heath)  No.  4 

Street 

R  owley  Village  No.  5 

44,  45,  46,  47,  Rowley 
Village 

4 

R  owley  Village  No.  6 

73,  74,  75,  76,  77, 

Rowley  Village 

5 

Shepherds  Fold 

7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13, 

9 

(Blackheath)  No.  2 

14,  15,  Shepherds  Fold 

G or  sty  Hill  (Blackheath) 

72,  73,  74,  Gorsty  Hill 

3 

No.  1 

80 

The  following  29  Unfit  Houses  have  had  Demolition  Orders  placed  on  them 
during  1956:- 

186,  187,  188,  189,  190,  191,  192,  193,  194,  215,216,  Oldbury  Road, 
Blackheath 

10,  11,  12,  13,  Surfeit  Hill,  Cradley  Heath 

110,  111,  R  owley  Village,  Rowley  Regis 

94,  95,  Dudley  Road,  Springfield 

78,  79,  GorstyHill,  Blackheath 

62,  63,  Lower  High  Street,  Cradley  Heath 

4,  5,  Upper  Chapel  Street,  Tividale 


131,  Waterfall  Lane.,  Blackheath 


17,  17A,  18,  Samsons  Farm,  Rowley 

The  following  houses  were  demolished  during  1956:- 

In  Clearance  Areas  (Pre-War)  - 

45,  46,  47,  Lodge  field  Road,  Old  Hill 

3,  4,  Shepherds  Fold,  Blackheath 

97,  High  Street,  Old  Hill  6 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  - 

148,  150,  151,  Dudley  Road,  Springfield 

18B,  18C,  Dudley  Road  East,  Tividale 

57,  Peartree  Street,  Old  Hill 

4,  5,  6,  Britannia  Street,  Tividale 

54,  55,  58,  59,  60,  61,  Foxoak  Street,  Cradley  Heath 
29,  30,  Silverthorne  Lane,  Cradley  Heath 
8,  12,  13,  14,  Tipton  Road,  Tividale 
1  34,  135,  136,  137,  138,  R eddal  Hill  R  oad,  Old  Hill  26 

Houses  Demolished  by  agreeme nt  without 

Statutory  Action  - 

147,  149,  152,  Dudley  Road,  Springfield 
1,  Oakham  Farm,  Rowley  Regis 

159,  City  Road,  Tividale  _ 5_ 

Total  3  7 

The  following  Individual  Unfit  House  had  a  Closing  Order  placed  on 
it  under  Section  10(1)  Local  Government  Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act,  1953- 

5,  Hollybush  Street,  Cradley  Heath 

44. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


During  the  year  seven  additional  W.C's  were  provided  to  houses 
which  had  no  separate  acc ommodation.  This  makes  a  total  of  380 
additional  W.  C  *s  provided  since  1945. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Articles  of  Bedding  disinfected  ...  13 


Disinfestation  of  Premises 

for:- 

By  Local 
Authority 

By  Occupie 

Beetles  (Dwellinghouse s) 

•  «  • 

4 

29 

Bugs  (Dwellinghouse s) 

*  •  • 

4 

2 

Beetles  (Foodstores) 

9  0  0 

- 

7 

Crickets  (Tips) 

•  •  • 

- 

1 

Crickets  (Foodstores) 

9  0  0 

- 

1 

Lice  (Dwellinghouse  s) 

•  O  • 

1 

- 

Ants  (Dwellinghouse  s) 

O  0  o 

10 

- 

Ants  (Foodstores) 

O  0  o 

1 

- 

Ants  (Clinic) 

9  0  0 

_1_ 

— • 

Zl_ 

40 

Visits  made  concerning  the 

above 

91 

Inspections  for  tenancy  allocations 

of 

Council  Houses 

o  •  • 

291 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

Thirteen  samples  were  taken  as  follows,  all  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory:- 

1.  Layered  Washed  Rag  Flock 

2.  Pig  Hair  Pad 

3.  Coir  Fibre  Pad 

4.  Woollen  Mixture  Felt 

45. 


5 


New  Cotton  Felt 


6 c  Sisal  Pad 

7.  Black  Wool  Flock 

8.  White  Felted  Cotton 

9.  Teased  Algerian  Fibre 

10.  Layered  Rayon  Mixtures 

11.  Layered  Washed  Flock 

12.  W oollen  Mixture  Felt 

13.  Washed  Flock 


46 


. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF 


PART 

I  OF 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 

Premi  se  s 

Number 

on 

R  egister 

1. 

Factorie  s  in  which  Sections  1 ,  2S  3S  4  and  6, 
are  to  be  enforced  by  local  authorities 

13 

— 

2. 

Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  Local  Authority 

373 

3. 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworker s 1  premises)  ... 

37 

TOTAL 

423 

1 

2.  CASES  WHERE 

— - - 

Number  of 

Particular  s 

F  ound 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7.)  - 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  outwork) 

13 

17 

2 

29 

TOTALS 

61 

- - 1 

47. 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
THE  ACT 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


NUMBER  OF 

Written 

Occupier  s 

Inspections 

Notice  s 

Prosecuted 

290 

32 

- 

290 

32 

-o 

DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


.  .....  ..... 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

in  which 

Remedied 

R  efer 
To  H.  M. 
Inspector 

red 

By  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions  were 
instituted 

14 

1 

23 

- 

5 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 

38 

-* 

- 

- 

77 

- 

6 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


OU  TWORK 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


SECTION  no 

SECTION  111 

Nature  of  work 

No.  of  out¬ 

workers  in 
August 
list  requir¬ 
ed  by 

Section  1 10 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 

cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 

the 

Council 

No.  of 

instance  s 

of  work 
in  un- 

whole  some 
premise  s 

Notice  s 

served 

Iron  and  Steel 
cables  and 

chains  .  o  . 

5 

2 

Carding  of 
buttons, 
e  tc  ®  c  e  o 

3 

TOTALS 

8 

2 

- 

OUTWOR  KERS 


During  the  year  18  lists  have  been  received  containing  18  names 
covering  February  and  August,, 

Two  reminder  notices  were  sent  out  to  employers. 


FIRE  ESCAPE  CERTIFICATES  FOR  FACTORIES 

'  j 

Seventeen  certificates  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

One  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of  carcases  has  been  carried  out 
at  the  fifteen  private  slaughterhouse s s  and  as  the  animals  killed 
totalled  28,211  during  the  year  it  can  be  appreciated  that  much  of  the 
Inspectors'  time  was  spent  on  this  service,  including  Sunday  work. 

49  slaughtermen  have  had  licences  renewed  during  the  year. 

The  following  summaries  indicate  the  numbers  and  type  of  animals 
together  with  the  diseased  conditions  encountered. 
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Cattle 

e  xc hiding 

C  ows 

Number  killed  .  ..  „  .  . 

1,831 

Nurn be  r  inspected  .  »  .  .  ,  „ 

1,8  31 

ALL  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  surrendered  .  .  .  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  surrendered  .  . .  .  .  . 

200 

Percentage  of  the  No.  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

ia9 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  surrendered  ...  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  surrendered  ...  ... 

93 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

5.  1 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  surrendered  ...  ... 

6 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration 

6 

Generalized  and  totally  condemned 
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Cows 

Calve  s 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

T  otals 

542 

39  3 

9  s  427 

16, 009 

9 

28, 211 

542 

39  3 

9*427 

16, 009 

9 

28, 211 

3 

2 

13 

18 

129 

2 

201 

2,  268 

2,800 

24.4 

0.  5 

2o  2 

14.  2 

10.  0 

1 

- 

- 

5 

- 

6 

108 

- 

• 

301 

- 

502 

20.  1 

- 

- 

1.9 

- 

1.8 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

52 


CATTLE  -  OTHER  THAN 


Carcase  s 

[ 

Head 

and 

T  ongue 

Tuberculosis 

•  «  • 

- 

42 

Absce  sse  s 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

F  ascioliasis 

9  •  • 

- 

- 

Cirrhosis 

•  •  t 

- 

- 

Hydatid  Cysts 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Pleurisy 

«  •  • 

- 

— 

Pneumonia 

e  •  • 

- 

- 

Brui  sing 

•  o  • 

— 

— 

Pentastomum 

•  •  0 

— 

— 

Necr  osi  s 

•  ©  0 

— 

_ 

C.  Bovis 

coo 

— 

2 

Sarcoma 

•  OO 

- 

- 

Haemangiomata 

0  9  0 

- 

- 

Actinobacillosis 

0  9  0 

— 

6 

Sarcosporidia 

0  0  9 

- 

- 

Peritonitis 

• 

O  O  0 

- 

- 

Fatty  Degeneration 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

Decomposition. 

•-  f  « 

- 

- 

mi.ALS 

— 

50 

COWS  :  Parts  surrendered  with  diseases 

Lungs 

Heart 

Liver 

Me  senter  y 

Kidneys 

Other  Parts 

62 

- 

13 

18 

1 

2  Short  H.  Q. 

3 

- 

39 

- 

- 

1  part  forequarter 

3 

- 

61 

- 

* 

62 

. 

6 

1 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

. 

_ 

1  part  loin 

«*> 

2 

— > 

1 

— 

_ 

4 

1  Skirting 

2 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1  Skirting 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  par  t  hind  - 
quarter  s 

1  part  loin 

84 

5 

180 

20 

1 

2 
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cows 


Parts 


Carcases 

Head 

and 

Tongue 

Tuberculosis 

«  *  • 

1 

28 

Abscesse  s 

«  «  • 

- 

- 

Fascioliasis 

»  «  • 

- 

- 

Cirrhosis 

«  9  ft 

- 

- 

Haem  angi  omata 

O  ft  O 

- 

- 

Emaciation 

*  *  «» 

1 

1 

Fatty  Degeneration 

ft  C  ft 

— 

— 

Emphysema 

•  O  « 

- 

- 

Pleuri  sy 

ft  ft  ft 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

#  ft  9 

— 

Mastitis 

a  o  9 

Actinobacillosi  s 

o  • 

3 

J  ohne  sDisease 

ft  ft  ft 

2 

2 

Brui  sing 

ft  ft  ft 

— 

— 

Melanosis 

«  ft  ft 

[ 

Peritonitis 

ft  ft  « 

- 

- 

Pericarditis 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

4 

34 
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surrendered  with  diseases 


Lungs 

Heart 

Liver 

Me  senteries 

Kidneys 

Udder  s 

Other  Parts 

71 

1 

15 

26 

- 

- 

2  short 
for  equarter  s 

— 

- 

15 

- 

- 

2 

1  part  flank 

6 

- 

25 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

r 

26 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

. 

. 

1 

__ 

* 

6 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

4 

— > 

— 

. 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2  Intestines 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  part  F.  Q. 

1  tail 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

88 

- 

6 

Ill 

30 

. . . 

6 

9 

7 
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CALVES 


Disease  s 

Carcase  s 

Heart 

Lungs 

Other 

Parts 

Pleurisy 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Pericarditi  s 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Decomposition 

1  part 
fore¬ 
quarter 

Brui  sing 

- 

- 

- 

1  part 
fore  - 
quarter 

TOTALS 

— 

1 

1 

2 

57 


SHEEP 


Disease  s 

Carcase  s 

Head 

Lungs 

Heart 

Liver 

Kidneys 

Other 

Parts 

Muelleriasis 

- 

- 

54 

- 

- 

- 

F  ascioliasis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

142 

- 

Congestion  and 
Pneumonia 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

Decomposition 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2  fore- 

Bruising 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

quart¬ 
er  s 

TOTALS 

2 

2 

71 

l 

1  44 

4 

2 

58 


Di  sease  s 

- — - 

Carcase 

Heads 

Tuherrulnsi  s 

5 

297 

Pneumonia  and  Congestion 

- 

- 

Pleuri  sy  ...  ... 

- 

- 

Pericarditis  ...  ... 

- 

- 

Peritonitis  ...  ... 

- 

— 

Cirrhosis  «  .  .  ... 

- 

- 

Decomposition  ...  ... 

- 

- 

Pyrexia  ...  ... 

2 

2 

Absce  s  se  s  ...  ... 

- 

- 

Suffocation  ...  ... 

5 

5 

Acute  Septic  Pneumonia  .  »  . 

3 

3 

Acute  Erysipelas  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Moribund  ...  ... 

1  ^ 

1 

Bruising  ...  ... 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

18 

3  10 

59. 


PIGS 


Lungs 

Hearts 

Liver  s 

Kidneys 

Inte  stine  s 

Other  parts 

31 

2 

30 

6 

12 

3  fore- 

2  ,023 

- 

- 

quarter  s 

135 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  fore¬ 
quarter 

- 

176 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

146 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  fore¬ 
quarters 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  part  fore¬ 
quarter 

5 

5 

5 

10 

5 

3 

0 

3 

3 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5  legs 

2,  203 

191 

260 

32 

2  5 

12 

W?  IGHT  OF  MEAT  SURRENDERED 


Tons  Cwts,  Qrse  lbs, 


BEEF:  Carcase  Meat 


18 


Offal 


25 


MUTTON:  Carcase  Meat 


16 


Offal 


PORK:  Carcase  Meat 


0 


17 


Offal  (including  heads) 


24 


TOTAL 


61 


UNFIT  FOODSTUFFS  OTHER  THAN  BUTCHERS  MEAT 
SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED 

lbs. 


Tinned  fish 

•  o  • 

71 

"  fruit 

•  o  • 

303 

11  meat 

©  ©  © 

537^ 

"  milk 

©  •  • 

190 

M  soup 

•  ©  O 

30 

M  vegetables 

O  0  o 

145^ 

"  cocoa 

O  »  0 

H 

Jars  mixed  pickles 

0  ©  © 

20 

"  Fish  Paste 

o  o  « 

1 

2 

Packets  Cereal 

©  O  © 

14 

Bottle  s  Sauce 

TOTAL 

0  0  9 

3 

4 

1 , 314j 

Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 

11  2  26i 

All  unfit  foodstuffs  are  now  buried  on  the  controlled  tip. 
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PR  OSECUTIONS 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  - 

Fine  s 

1.  Sections  (1  A)  £ 

Bread  'Loaf  containing  cigarette  end  6 


C  osts 
£  s  d 

1  5  0 


2.  Section  8  (l  A) 

Chocolate  Biscuits  infested  with 

Australian  Spider  Beetles  10  2  2  1  2  10 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  - 


3.  Section  94 

Failure  to  abate  nuisance 

4.  Section  94 

Failure  to  abate  nuisance 

S9  Section  39 

Failure  to  abate  nuisance 


2  Nuisance  order 

m  ade 

2  Nuisance  order 

made 

1 


6.  Section  39 

Failure  to  abate  nuisance 


2 


7.  Section  58 

Failure  to  make  safe 
dangerous  wall 


£  3/ 3/ -d.  7/-d. 

Order  made  to  make  safe 
within  28  days. 
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WARNINGS 


1.  Supplier  warned  re  dirty  milk  (Sterilised) 

2.  Baker  warned  re  Meat  Pie  containing  Fly 
MILK  SUPPLY 


No  principal  licences  have  been  issued 
The  following  licences  have  been  granted 


Supplementary,  Pasteurised  15 

Supplementary,  Sterilised  19 

Dealers  Licences,  Pasteurised  16 

Dealer  s  Licence  s,  Sterilised  161 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING 

The  County  Council,  acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Borough, 
took  298  samples,  4  of  which  were  adulter atedc 


Article  s 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Almonds,  Ground 


Apricot  Conserve 


Blackcurrant  Conserve 


2 

1 

1 


Brandy 


Butter,  Danish 


Butter,  Fresh  Cream 


Blackcurrant  Pastilles 


Broad  Beans 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
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Article  s 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Butter 

Butter  Drops 
Butter  Macaroons  .  .  . 

Cheese,  New  Zealand 
Cheese,  Spread  with  Onion 
Cream 

Creamed  Rice 
Corned  Beef 
Cinnamon,  Ground 
Cheese,  Grated  «ce 
Cheese,  Proce  ssed  with  Ham 
Cream  Baskets 

Cream  Buns 

Complete  Cake  Mix 
Custard  Powder 
Devon  Cream  Toffees 
Epsom  Salts  B.  P.  ... 

Flour 

Fish  Paste,  Salmon  &  Shrimp 


1  Contains 

imitation 
instead  of 
real  cream 

1  C  ontains 

imitation 
instead  of 
real  cream 


3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Article  s 

Genuine 

Adulterated  Nature 

Gin 

o  o  « 

1 

Ginger  Cordial  ...  1 

Glace  Cherries  ...  1 

Grapefruit  juice  ...  1 

Gripe  W ater  ...  1 

Ham  &  Beef  Luncheon  Meat  1 

Ice-Cream  ...  5 

Icing  Sugar,  Chocolate 
Flavoured  ...  1 

Instant  Pudding  ...  1 

Instant  Potato  ...  1 

Lard  ...  4 


Lemon  Chee  se 


Lemons,  Juice  of  Real  1 

Lemon  Squash  ...  1 

Lemon  Curd  ...  1 

Lemonade  Powder,  Sweetened  1 


1  Contains  only 

62  per  cent, 
instead  of 
65perce  nt. 
of  soluble 
solids  and 
only  0.  50  per 
cent,  shell 
egg  instead 
of  4.  5  per  cent, 
shell  egg 


Luncheon  Meat,  Pork 


1 


Article  s 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Milk,  Pasteurised 

Milk,  T.  T„  Pasteurised 

Milk,  Sterilised  ... 

Milk,  Channel  Islands 

Menthol  and  Fucalyptus 
Sweets  .  «  . 

Marmalade  Orange  .  .  . 

Marmalade  Seville  .  .  . 

Malted  Milk  Toffees 

Mincemeat 

Malt  Extract  with  Cod 
Liver  Oil  •  •  ° 

Milk  Cream  Caramels 

Nutmegs,  Ground 

Orange  Juice 

Ox  Tail,  Ready  Cooked 

Pear  Drops 

Pineapple  Rock  .  .  . 

Plum  Pudding 

Pepper,  Ground  White 

Pork  Pie 

Port 

Plain  Pudding  Mixture 


52 

47 

56 

23 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

LI 


l 


Article  s 


Genuine  Adulterated  Nature 


Pineapple  Jelly  with  grated 
Pineapple 

Pineapple  Juice  Cocktail 
Non-Alcoholic 

Pineapple  Juice 

Polony 

Pork  in  Juice 

Prune  s  ... 

Rum 

Rum  and  Butter  Sweets 

R aspberry  Vinegar  ... 

Refined  Bicarbonate  of 
Soda  B.  P.  ... 

Sausage,  Pork  ... 


Sausage,  Pork  (Cont. 
preservative) 

Sausage,  Beef  (Cont, 
preservative) 


1  Contained 

undeclared 
sulphur 
dioxide 
pr  e  servat- 
ive  225 
parts  per 
million 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 


Sausage,  Cambridge 
Sausagemeat,  (Cont. 
preservative) 


68. 


1 


Article  s 


Genuine 


Adulterated  Nature 


Sherry 
Soya  Hour 
Sultana  Cake 
Sage 

Salmon,  Silver 
Salmon 

Sheeps  Tongue  ... 

Steak  Pudding 

Steak,  Stewed 

Self  Raising  Flour 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  with 
Flour 

Tea,  Quick  Brew 
Tea,  Purity  Tips 
Tea  «  *  * 

Vinegar 
Vita  Cup 

Wine,  Non  Alcoholic, 
Ruby  Flavour 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Whisky 


ACTION  TAKEN  ON  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 


Pork  Sausage 

Notice  declaring  presence  of  preservatives 
now  being  exhibited 

Lemon  Cheese 

All  stocks  withdrawn  from  sale 

New  r efractometer  purchased  by 
manufacturer  s 

Cream  Baskets  ) 
Cream  Buns  ) 

Traders  advised  of  their  responsibilities 
under  the  Food  andDrugs  Act,  1955 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
particulars  of  the  examination  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the 
year: 

Bacteriological  Tests  - 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised .  0  .  41  1 


Pasteurised 

GOG  O  O  0  7  \ 

Sterili  sed 

O  O  O  0  0  o  2^  " 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  were  no  reported  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Numbers  in  the  Borough  of: 

(1)  Butcher  s  Shops  ...  ... 

(2)  Cafes  and  R  e  staur  ants  ... 

(3)  Confectioners  ...  .  .  < 

(4)  Cooked  Meat  Shops  ...  .  .  « 

(5)  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  .  .  . 

(6)  Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  .  .  < 

(7)  Grocers  Shops  ...  .  .  < 

(8)  Sweet  Shops  ...  .  .  . 

(9)  Licensed  Premises  ...  ... 

(10)  Greengrocers  ... 

(11)  Bakehouses  ...  ... 

(12)  Sweet  Manufacturers 

(13)  Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 


58 

1.1 


3 

33 

9 

115 

35 

136 

55 

14 

4 

I. 

502 
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PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16  FOOD  &  DRUGS 


ACT,  1955 

(1)  Ice -Cream  R  etailer  s  ....  .  .  .  155 

(2)  Ic  e-Cream  Manufacturers  (Cold  Mix)  .  ..  3 

(3)  Sausage  etc.  Manufacturers  ...  7 

(4)  C  ooked  Meat  Preparer  s  ...  ...  26 

(5)  Fish  Frying  ...  ...  33 

(6)  Jam  Manufacturers  ...  ...  1 

(7)  Potato  Crisp  Manufacturers  ...  1 

(8)  Mineral  Water  Manufacturers  ...  1 


227 

1,471  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  during  the  year  and  much 
improvement  effected  by  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  as  listed 
earlier  in  this  report  (Food  Stores)  . 

There  are  no  dairies  in  the  district  nor  was  any  special 
examination  of  food  stocks  found  necessary.  Three  people 
manufacture  “Cold-Mix®  Ice-Cream  and  the  only  premises  producing 
heat  treated  Ice-Cream  has  discontinued  production. 

Lectures  are  given  periodically  on  clean  food  and  other  aspects  of 
environmental  hygiene  and  all  food  traders  and  employees  are  given 
material  dealing  with  hygienic  practices  in  food  handling,  with  constant 
reminders  of  the  dangers  involved  in  carelessness,  and  insufficient 
attention  to  cleanliness. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Evening  and  Sunday  inspections  and  supervision  have  been  carried 
out  continuously.  There  have  been  no  prosecutions  for  opening 
after  hours,  but  one  verbal  waning  has  been  given  for  this  type  of 
offence. 


72. 


STORAGE  OF  PETRO  LEUM  ETC. 


The  following  licences  have  been  granted  after  inspection  of 
the  premises  and  remedy  of  unsatisfactory  conditions:- 


Premise  s 

Gallons 

Petroleum  Spirit  ...  ... 

120 

105,952 

Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  ... 

1 

20 

Rubber  Solvent  ...  ... 

1 

1, 000 

Rubber  Solution  ...  ... 

2 

103 

Cellulose  Paint  and  Mixtures 

10 

730 

TOTALS 

134 

107,805 

Tons  cwts.  qr  s.  lbs. 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  6  2  2  3  18 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY:  A  total  of  33  bodies  were  admitted  during  the 
year. 

The  cost  of  this  service  is  given  below: 


£ 

Labour  ...  ... 

237 

Building  Maintenance  .  .  . 

16 

Rates  and  Loan  Charges 

68 

£321 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

In  a  heavily  industrialised  area  such  as  this  it  is  pleasing  to  be 
able  to  say  that  very  little  nuisance  is  created  by  black  smoke. 
Boiler  plants  are  largely  modern,  many  furnaces  are  now  oil 
fired  and  improvements  in  oil  firing  equipment  are  readily  taken  up 
by  local  manufacturers. 


73. 


The  serious  atmospheric  pollution  m enace  rests  with  fumes, 
with  a  goodly  proportion  of  sulphur  dioxide,  and  these  emanate 
from  cupolas,  chemical  works,  galvanizing  plants,  moulding 
shops,  ceramic  wcrks  etc.  A  close  second  is  dust  nuisance ,  also 
from  cupolas,  from  grinding  and  blasting  machines,  concrete  works, 
granite  crackers,  and  lesb  serious  sources. 

An  indication  of  the  enthusiasm  with  which  this  problem  is 
tackled,  an  enthusiasm  encouraged  by  the  Council,  is  the  fact  that 
no  fewer  than  832  visits  were  made  during  the  year  for  this 
purpose  alone,  and  each  year  shows  some  improvement  on  the  last. 

Among  the  improvements  effected  this  year  is  the  replacement 
of  six  coal  fired  reheating  furnaces  by  light  oil  fired  furnaces,  so 
accurately  set  that  no  chimney  is  required,  and  combustion  is 
complete  and  smokeless.  Experiment  is  still  proceeding  on  the 
possible  applications  of  this  burner  and  it"  offers  considerable 
pr  omise . 

In  spite  of  the  district  being  prolific  in  factory  equipment 
producing  sulphur  dioxide  in  its  waste  gases  it  is  very  interesting 
to  note  that  the  winter  reading  is  for  the  third  year  in  succession 
almost  double  the  summer  sulphur  dioxide  reading.  The 
inference  would  still  appear  to  be  that  domestic  sulphur  nuisance 
is  about  equal  to  that  produced  by  industry. 
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1956 

MONTH 

Total  Solids  sold  per 
sq.  miles  in  Tons 

Old  Hill 

Blackheath 

JANUARY 

o 

o 

rH 

21.90 

FEBRUARY 

9.  39 

8.  26 

MARCH 

15.  33 

13.88 

APRIL 

19.91 

16.  10 

MAY 

15.  20 

9.96 

JUNE 

1 8  *  9  5 

14.  37 

JULY 

16.  56 

16.  20 

AUGUST 

18.  52 

24.  16 

SEPTEMBER 

13.91 

9.96 

OCTOBER 

17.89 

12.  25 

NOVEMBER 

17.  06 

11.95 

DECEMBER 

17.89 

14.94 

Monthly  Average 

16.  22 

14.49 

R  ainfall 

in 

S03  in  Milligrams 
per  100  sq.  Centimetre  s 

Seasonal  Average 

S03  in  Mg.  per  100 

inche  s 

Old  Hill 

Blackheath 

sq.  C.  M. 

2,  52 

6.  15 

4.  40 

0.  28 

4.  55 

4.  30 

1.  02 

8.  17 

4.  36 

1.  38 

4.  11 

2.  79 

Summer  Apl  -  Sept,  (incl) 

0.  59 

3.87 

1.  41 

Old  Hill  3.  86 

2.  08 

5.  45 

1.46 

Blackheath  1. 68 

2.48 

2.42 

1.  35 

Winter  Jan  -  Mar  &  Oct 
-  Dec.  (incl) 

3.  66 

2.  12 

0.95 

Old  Hill  5.45 

3.  03 

5.  21 

2.  14 

Blackheath  3.  41 

1.56 

4,  43 

2.45 

0.  55 

4.  01 

1.  75 

2,  05 

5.42 

3«  22 

1. 77 

4.  66 

2.  55 

PREVENTION  OF 

.  ■  e  i'  ... 

R  epor  t  for  1  2 


1.  Total  number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority's 

district  ...  ...  ... 

2.  Number  of  properties  inspected  by  the  Local 

Authority  during  the  12  months  ended  31st 
March,  19  57,  as  a  result  of  (a)  notification 
(b)  survey  under  the  Prevention  6  f  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  (c)  otherwise  e.  g. 
when  visited  primarily  for  some  other 
purpose  ...  ...  ... 

3.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (under 
2)  which  were  found  to  be  infested  with 

r  at  s  ...  .o«  ... 

4.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (under  2) 
which  were  found  to  be  infested  by  mice  .  .  . 

5.  Number  of  infested  properties  (under  III 
and  IV)  treated  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

6.  Number  of  notices  served  under  Section  4: 

(i)  Treatment 

(ii)  Structural  works  (proofing) 


About  10  per  cent,  of  the  sewer  manholes 

Manhole  s  test 
Partial  Takes 
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DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 


Months  ended  31st  March,  1957 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 
House  s 

Agricultural 

All  other 
(includi  ng 
bu  sine  ss& 
industrial) 

T  otal 

16 

14,  694 

8 

1,650 

16, 368 

(a)  11 

210 

- 

16 

237 

(b)  7 

98 

- 

13 

118 

(c)  - 

902 

1,  565 

2,467 

Major 

Minor  16 

265 

18 

299 

2 

43 

- 

11 

56 

18 

308 

- 

29 

355 

\ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

were  tested  from  13th  to  15th  February,  19  56 


baited  .  .  .  ...  100 

a.  a  ...  0.0  T  J 
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